
. 

September 20, 1893. 

P r e s c o t t ,  Ont., D r .  T. R.  Melv i l le ,  Druggist. 

Ogdensburg, N. Y., Harvey Wood, Customs InsPectm’, 

The only market f i s h e r y  i n  this  reg ion  i s  

f o r  sturgeon, which i s  ca r r i ed  on s o l e l y  on the  

American s ide  o f  the St. Lawrence River ,  mostly 

i n  deep water alony: the outer  s ide  of a shoal,  

which runs p a r a l l e l  w i t h  the  s h h e  i n  f r o n t  of 

Ogdensburg. Use night  l i n e s ,  o r  trawl f i n e s ,  

t o  ca t ch  them. Meat, such as beef ,  pork, e tc ,  

i s  used as ba i t ,  They a r e  set day and n ight ,  

There is no l a w  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  f i shery ,  and 

it is continued more or l e s s  during the open 

season on the river, opening l a t e r  and c los ing  

e a r l i e r  than the navigat ion season, as t h e  

00 

mason is  

0 

Ogdens- 

ught they 
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m i g h t  employ 500 o r  600 hooks each, but t h i s  

i s  a w i l d  estimate.  d 

Melvi l le  6: Wood gave us t o  understand 

that t h i s  w a s  quite a f i s h e r y ,  but judging from 

what ne learned  l a t e r  t h e  same day i n  Brock- 

v l l l e ,  it possibly may not amount t o  very much. 

The fishermen should be seen and questioned. 

The length  o f  the  ground r e s o r t e d  t o  f o r  

The f i sh  sturgeon may 5 e  Zbout 1 1/2 miles.  

a r e  mostly shipped t o  Montreal. The sturgeon 

are st i l l  r a t h e r  common, and a t t a i n  some size.  

The l i n e s  are ba i t ed  morning and night .  

AS a whole, not much change i n  t h e  abund- 

ance of f i s h e s  i n  th i s  region. 

l e .  

spring. 

. 
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Very good f i sh ing  for bass, and it is 

d much carried on. 

Catfish, 2 kinds ,  bullheads and channel 

ca ts .  

Chubs, 

Suckers, 

Ee l s ,  

Thinks bass f i s h i n g  has improved, but not  

so many p i c k e r e l  and sturgeon as fomnerly 

(Melville). 

Picke re l  and pike a r e  caught all through 

t h e  year,  but the  best  time for pike is i n  t he  

spring before the weeds get up. 

Best bass f i s h i n z  occurs  t he  l a t t e r  p a r t  

of September ( T h i s  does not agree with what we 

fie 

rmen 

ago. 

han 
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laws). Occasional salmon t r o u t  taken about 

h e r e ;  one t h i s  summer (probably mistaken 

i d e n t i t y ) .  Best bass f i s h i n g  where cur ren t  is  

rapid.  Bass f i s h i n g  i s  c a r r i e d  on a l l  

through the  r i v e r  (Melv i l le )  . 

0 

Much f i sh ing  for bass and maskalonge 

among the  Thousand Is lands.  

Sturgeon go up t he  t r i b u t a r y  r i v e r  which ' 

e n t e r s  t h e  S t .  Lawrence a t  Ogdensburg. They 

a r e  soon in te rcepted  by a dam. They used t o  

ca tch  them a t  t h i s  p lace  with scoops, drags and 

gaff's, and do s t i l l  t o  some extent  (Wood). 

Bass, p i c k e r e l  and pike a r e  the species  

most taken by sportsmen, and t he re  i s  a good 

Bine dea l  of this f i s h i n g ,  The bass a r e  very j 

i n  t h i s  region. 

occasional ly ,  

._ 

Take l a r g e  Sua@ bass 

No salmon t r o u t  occur hert 

* Does not see any pe rcep t ib l e  d i f f e rence  ii 

abundance o f  f ishes ,  Used t o  employ dra{ 

se ines  i n  th i s  region,  but not allowed t o  

now. Suckers a r e  on the increase  (Wood) 
- 

9. 

n the 

s 

do so 

. 
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Mew York l a w  allows bass fishing to begin 

Q June 1. The Canadian, June 15. This 

difference leads to some illegal fishing, and 

causes some dissatisfaction. The seasons end 

the same, Thinks the laws should be uniform 

on both sides, (Melville). 



Mr. David Booth, Mayor of Brockvi l le ,  Ont. 

September 20, 1893. 

A grea t  huntsman and fisherman. Spends 

a l a r g e  p a r t  of  his time i n  t h d e  sports. 

Much f i sh  is  shipped away from Mallorytown 

Ont., a shor t  d i s t ance  above Brockville.  I t  

i s  taken by the Cape Vincent and Buffalo Fish 

Companies 

Does not  t h i n k  ne t  f i s h i n g  should be 

allowed anywhere i n  the  r i v e r .  I f  the river 

were pro tec ted  f o r  a f e w  years ,  the f i s h e r i e s  

would be r e s t o r e d  t o  about as good condi t ion 

as ever. Very  much poaching i s  c a r r i e d  on 

on t h e  r i v e r .  

30 t o  40 years ago a man could go out i n  

an af ternoon and catch anywhere f r o m  50 t o  100 

good black bass. 

h) 

Merskalonge have a l s o  de- 

creased g rea t ly .  

I n  Charlestown L a k e ,  back of Brockville, 



bass have a l s o  g r e a t l y  decreased, although 

iii, t h e r e  is good f i s h i n g  now. The l ake  being now 

c a r e f u l l y  protected.  Whitefish have been 

planted i n  t h i s  lake, but t h e y  are no good 

t h e r e ,  as they cannot be taken with a hook. 

Some n e t t i n g  s t i l l  goes on i n  the  l ake ,  

although t h e y  have an bnspectos The lake 

is 1 2  miles long and 7 m i l e s  broad. It 

empties i n t o  Ganongue River. 

Never heard of brook t r o u t  i n  streams 

about here .  

Bass fishinc in the r i v e r  has been much 

b e t t e r  t h i s  sp r ing  than f o r  some years. 
- -  ) have 

i y s  . 
scted to-  

and 

not  recall 

3 c c w s  t o  

9 been 

erY 
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destruative to young fish. 

ifas seen one harbor seal in the river 
(0 

here. It was afterwards caught i n  a net at 

Cedar Island, 12 miles up the river, where the 

skin is now preserved. 

Spoke of a sturgeon, weighing 41 pounds, 

a year or two ago, jumping into a mal1 row 

boat, , just  at dusk. It jumped over the 

shoulder of  a man sitting in the boat and 

landed i n  the bottom, This occurred at 

Brockville, and the name of man was given, 
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Paul Derosia, Broekville, Ontario. 

September 20, 1893. 

* Has lived here 17 years. In the fish 

business, selling, Coes practically no 

fishing here except f o r  sport, 

Sturgeon caught about here shipped to New 

York, Very little sturgeon fishing about 

here, and very few taken, There are 2 men 

in Broekville who, during the past 2 years, 

have set night lines occasionally, but not 

with any regularity, 

have taken more than 50 sturgeon in that time, 

Use 100-150 hooks to a line, and perch for 

Coes not think they 

was even 

Some 

Creek, 

e, but 

knowledge 

f only one 
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man t h i s  year who has f i shed  about 2 1/2 miles 

9 below Morristown. H a s  been f i s h i n g  s ince  

spr ing ,  and has had b e t t e r  success than on 

Canadian side. The grounds a r e  better on 

t h a t  side, m e  channel and deeper water 

occur on Canadian side. T h i s  man gave up his  

sturgeon f i s h i n g  during haying time, as he 

could make more money working for the farmers. 

G i l l  n e t s  a r e  not used openly i n  this 

region. Seines a re  not used at all. 

No hoop n e t s  a r e  used below Jones' Creek, 

and no l i c e n s e  can be obtained for them lower 

down. 

One man has had the exclusive p r i v i l e g e  

year 

Pay 

r that 

l e a s t  

reek 

go. in .  
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The n e t s  were set for bu heads, Besides 

@ these ,  obtained mostly suckers, which are not  

much thought o f ,  and probably a l s o  pike and 

bass, but the l as t  is not supposed t o  lead  i n t o  

a net .  

The f a c t  that t h i s  man no longer s e t s  h i s  

n e t s  he considers t o  prove tha i  the f i s h i n g  

pays no longer.. There a r e  not many bullheads 

now i n  that creek, and the n e t s  m e  very l i k e l y '  

t o  be respons ib le  for catching them up. 

Thinks t h i s  man d id  not  set  more than the  2 

years.  

("he Doref is the  wall-eyed pike.)  

M r .  Derosw has t h e  f i s h  market of  
0 

Brockvi l le ,  It  i s  supplied almost exc lus ive ly  

t ior ,  

tgh t 

. e r  

and i s  

, for 

From 
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t h i s  f a c t  he considers that there  i s  no l o c a l  

+' market f i s h e r y  except that above noted. He 

used t o  buy f r o m  the man i n  Jones'  Creek. 

This  i s  a l so  a very poor sport  f i s h i n g  

reg ion  i n  h i s  estimation. The r i v e r  runs 

s t r a i g h t  and swift here ,  % w i t h  no bays ,  e tc .  

There i s  b e t t e r  f i s h i n g  a f t e r  passing above 

BPPnion Park, o r  Jones'  Creek. 
tc 
P 

Does not know of any market f i s h i n g  on the  

New York s i d e  except f o r  sturgeon. He 

suppl ies  t h e  h o t e l  i n  Morristown (F ron t i e r  

House) wfth i t s  f i s h .  Some n e t s  and l i n e s  

e-- - a t  i n  Chippewa Bay, about 12  mi l e s  up. 

'here a r e  no good places  f o r  spawning i n  

,,1113 dart of the r i v e r .  d i r e c t l y  about here. 

t S  

39 
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Was au t  f i s h i n g  a l l  yesterday afternoon. 

@ Took 17 perch, 1 black bass. Same this 

af ternoon,  24 perch, 1 bass. (This does not  

look wel l  f o r  the bass.) 

They ge t  best bass f i s h i n g  about J u l y  1. 

Is bes t  on the American side. About J u l y  1, 

1893, went about 5 mi les  up on American s ide  

and caught 35 bass i n  one afternoon. 

In  the  spr ing,  when f ish a r e  scarce,  perch 

s e l l  well, but not  at  t h i s  season. 

Bass spawn i n  May, June and J u l y .  Are 

mostly through by  June 15 ,  but may take a few 

ripe ones even la te r  than July. The bass 

spawn i n  t h e  main r i v e r ,  on and about the 

10 

)r 

1 

'0 - 

tme 

t o  
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some e x t e n t ,  f i sh  on the  American side e a r l i e r  

i n  the  season. m 

The dord spawns i n  A p r i l  and May, 

up the  s m a l l  r i v e r s  and creeks f o r  this  pur- 

Runs 

pose, Cited h i s  knowledge o f  t h i s  f a c t  a t  

B e l l e v i l l e ,  

Pike run up the  creeks t o  spawn as  soon 

as t h e  i c e  i s  out.  Thinks they even go up 

before the i c e  is wholly out. 
I 

4 
Perch spawn e a r l y  l i k e  the dore ( p i c k e r e l )  

and pike,  

H a s  observed no sunf i sh  i n  the main r i v e r  

ihed 

.so on 

.8 

irt 

ind 



r i v e r  channels. Sometimes taken on sturgeon 

m l i n e s .  

The s turgeon are caught m08 t fy  i n  depths 

of  15 t o  30 f e e t ,  

Never heard of  the s e a  salmon anywhere i n  

t h e  upper part of the r iver ,  or i n  Lake Ontario 

*Shad” (p lan ted  by Seth Green) were 

p l e n t i f u l  las t  year and the  year before. Not 

so common this year. Most abundant i n  June. 

They go i n  schools ,  and are seen i n  l a r g e  

numbers at  the  surface. During the 2 o r  3 

years preceding th i s  year, they were seen dead 

a t  the sur face  in l a r g e  numbers, i n  June and 

Des. 

m 

L 

;hat 

of 



Nets (hoop nets) were once used to a very great 

extent about Grenadier Island. Thir year 

there are not over 1/2 dozen there. 

formerly took in them pike and bullheads and a 

They 

fen bass. 

Mr. Derosia is not specially acquainted 

with the river above Grenadier Island, No 

fish are brought darn from there to sell to 

him, and he therefore thinks they are not 

tatahing much there, 

Dynamite ha8 been used by poacher8 in thi8 

region during 8 or 9 years past, There was a 

dynamite faetory here, rhiah made  it eonvenient 

to get the stuff, but its manufaature ha8 been 

discontinued. Lately has not been employed 

80 muah, but heard that it had been used this 

aeason on the Ameriaan aide between here and 

Chippewa Pt. 

year ulrfng it near Morrisburgh, Ontario, 

Thay were fined. They have been oon8tantly 

n t e h e d ,  but it i s  diffiault to eatah them in 

Several persona were aaught laot 
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the act. In using the dynamite, they light a 

fuse, which does not extinguish in the rater. 

Thinks many fish are destroyed which never 

come to the surface, 

Where poaching is carried on here, thinks 

- it is done mostly to supply the poachers them- 

8elv08, a8 he never hears of their offering 

the fish for sale, 

Netting is well watched on the Canadian 

side f rom Alexander Bay down, especially during 

the spawning sea8on of the fish. 

(On the American side the inspection i8 

made between Cape Vincent and Chippewa Bay by 

the American Anglers Assoaiation, of which the 

Seoretary is W e  H. Thompson, Alexander Bay, 

R e  Ye 

This assooiation is made up of wealthy 

Amriaam, and their oversight is thorough. 

Q. M. Skinner, Clayton, N e  Y., is one of 

the bast  posted man respeoting the fishes of 

the S t .  Lawenas Rivor. 
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L. Southworth. 1 
Mr. Southworth says, Mr. Mooney, a wealthy 

man who acts as an overseer for the Canadian 

side of the river and lives near Prescott, 

started aut Sept. 12, on an inspeation trip up 

the river. Between Brockville and Ganongue he 

discovered and took possession of 28 gill nets. 

He returned home to-night. 



L. Southrorth, Broalrville, Ontario. 

September 20, 1893. 

-----.--.-I 

Sport 8mn. 

The f i s h  found i n  the river here are  the 
bf, dcaCL.-u I (  F1' 

A 
following: 

Blauk bass, 

P i k e ,  
6 

Dore, or Pickerel, 

Perch, 

Rock bass ,  

Sunf i ah, 

Maakalonge, f e w  

Suukers, 

Chubs 

Sturgeon, 

Bullheads, red flesh, 

Ohannel e a t f i h ,  white f lesh ,  

Seth Green shad. 
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Only sturgeon and bullheads are regularly 

(I, fished for the market. The capture o f  the 

former doe8 no harm to  t he  spor t  f ishing or t o  

the other kinds of f i s h ,  but t h a t  of the l a t t e r  

does, 

Sturgeon are a l l  taken with night l i n e s  

and dead bait, snd they are  f ished for  in 

deeper ratsra. NO Other species except an 

oat?aiaional channel ca t ,  rill take the dead 

bait .  I n  this ray no interference is made 

with the other f ishing,  and the sportsmen are 

not concerned a8 t o  the capture of t h i s  species  

Stuqgeon'fi8hin.g i e  csarried on i n  this 

region on both sides of the  river. Only 2 or 

3 persona i n  Broakville engage i n  i t ,  One of 

these is P8ul  hro8ia .  The fi8h are  sent to 
t 

Hew York, Have t o  obtain a l i cense  fo r  t h i s  

fishing. 
d 

Sturgeon have been caught here 

wet&;hing up t o  105 and 110 poun48, No other 

, doricres th8n the night l i n e r  are urod for 

stnrgeon about here. Could not say anything 
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about t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  abundance as compared w i t h  

gr other  years, but they a r e  8 t i l l  common. Knew 

of  t h e i r  being used only for meat and spam. 

Bullhead8 f u r n i s h  the only o the r  l e g i t i -  

mate market f i s h e r y ,  A law was passed some 2 

o r  3 years  ago, allowing men t o  use  hoop n e t s  

i n  catching bullheads on the Canadian side. 

If t h e  ca tch  were l i m i t e d  t o  bullheads i t  

would not be unfavorably regarded by the  

sportsmen, but they claim that a l l  other kinds  

of f i sh  occurr ing i n  the same p laces  g e t  i n t o  

the  net.  There is no one on hand t o  888 t h e m  

c u l l e d  out when the  n e t s  are hauled, and.con- 

aequently all the o the r  f i s h e s  a re  marketed a s  

well. They claim that th i s  has caused a very 

pe rcep t ib l e  dearease in the abundaace of theae 

other fishes. The hoop ne t8  are no t  s e t  out 

in the river,  but i n  the  side streams and a t  
IF 

their mouths. Jones' Creek, 7 or 8 m i l e a  

above here, has very many, which has destroyed 

the fishery i n  the  are& and off'  i t 8  mouth. 
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Muuh aecret fishing is done, but could not 

i% descr ibe  i t .  

Much dynamiting has been going on for some 

gears. I t  may be ca r r i ed  on a t  any t i m e  of 

the  season or  day. A c lose  watch is kept  by 

the  poachers, and a s  t he re  are no guardians at 

hand, they have no t rouble  in doing their work, 

and if any one approaches they uan r ead i ly  

esaape t o  the o ther  side of the r i v e r . .  He h8s 

seen the r e s u l t s  himself i n  caning upon lots of 

dead perch brought t o  the surface by their 

explosione, and he has seen the men eacaping, 

but has  never seen thetd f i r e  t he  charge. 

Thinks dynamiting has  been most destructive t o  

pike (the spec ies  ca l l ed  p i cke re l  in Ner York). 

B l a u k  bass a r e  general ly  done spawning i n  

the St.  Larrenue River by June 15, but it 

depends somewhat kpon t he  temperature, the 

rater warming up ear l ier  some years than o t h e r s .  

6 

I 

rune 17, 1890, cut open 38 b88S whiuh he had 



taken in the River on that day. Found only 

I 1 specimen s t i l l  wi th eggs, A large pro- 

portion of the specimens were females. They 

spawn earlier in some of the side streams and 

lakes ,  where the water gets warmer earlier. 

Cited Black Lake,  N. Y.,side, which I s  a great 

natural breeding ground f o r  fish. The N. Y. 

laws allow them to fish in this lake after May 

earlier there than on Canada side, 

which offers opportunities for illegal fishine;. 

A recent Canada law has extended the close 

aeason t o  June 30. Thinks that if the open 

8eagon began June 15 on both sides Othat it 

would be muah better and that the f i s h  would 

be fully protected thereby, However, t h e  bass 

would not t a k e  the fly in Black Lake as la te  

as June 15. 

Fly f irhiw for bass has praatically been 
P 

abandoned far 5 or 6 gsara. Nor u a e  live 

bait, and a speaial eontrivance eal led *Devon 

bait* or *minnow.* 
hziG 

He ha8 used the ~%PIRO+ 
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with muah success i n  the early p a r t  of the 

season, when the bas6 a r e  more apt t o  seek the 

shallower and wanmer r a t e r s  along the s i d e e o f  

the  r i v e r .  A t  th i s  time the re  a r e  supposed 

not  t o  be many minnows around, and the  bass 

l i v e  l a r g e l y  on c rayf i shes .  They rill not 

r e a d i l y  t a k e  l i v e  b a i t  a t  t h i s  time, but the  

Devon bait, a metal contrivance w i t h  several  

hooks, i s  supposed t o  simulate the ac t ion  o f  

c rayf i shes  i n  the ra ter ,  and t o  be mistaken f o r  

them. Later  i n  the season they pay no a t t e n -  

t i o n  t o  t h i s  b a i t ,  but r equ i r e  l i v e  b a i t  or 

spoon. 

Ale 

Pike and maskalongs a r e  the only o the r  

f i e h e s  which a r e  f ished fo r  with the rod. 

Bass, pike, perch, c a t f i s h ,  bul lheads and 

eels a r e  madlretable at any time of  the year. 

Suckers and chub8 a r e  not mueh thought o f  here .  

Peroh are an exceedingly good fish a t  all 

cseasons, but they are p i r a t e 8  and devour much 

G 

. spawn. 



Baas f i s h i n g  has  d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n  t h i a  

reg ion  50 per  cent  i n  past 15 years. Pike a r e  
#, 

a l s o  less commOn, but are a t i l l  p lenty.  I n  

t he  r i v e r  near Jonea' Creek, however, they 

have g r e a t l y  decreaeed both i n  abundance and 

size,  within a f e r  years.  He l a y s  t h i s  t o  t he  

number of hoop nets i n  Jones'  Creek. T h i s  

creek is on the  Canadian s ide.  

Hoop n e t s  are  f ished nea r ly  a l l  winter. 

While they would occasion no harm i f  t h e i r  

aatch wa8 l i m i t e d  t o  bullheads,  they do, i n  

f a c t ,  take l a r g e  numbers of o the r  and b e t t e r  

k inds  

Do not  u8e any g i l l  n e t s  i n  the r i v e r  80 

far as he know8 . 
.Shadu w i l l  sometimes take the f l y .  

The moon f i s h  sometimes taken about here,  

Ha8 mmght seve ra l  i n  Jones' Creek. 
r /  

Gar pike and m d  f i s h  occur i n  Black Lake, 

I* Y. 

mere are  only 2 o r  3 men about Brockvillq 
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who do nothing e l s e  but f i sh ,  and the  market 

r: f i s h e r y  amounts t o  very l i t t l e  here.  He 

think8 t h a t  no one can be considered t o  be 

e n t i r e l y  dependent upon f i s h i n g  for a l iv ing .  

An imnense amount of f i sh ing  i s  done about 

the Thousand Is lands .  

A f r i e n d  w i t h  M r .  Southworth used t o  f i s h  

w i t h  nets a t  t h i s  place.  H e  was not  80 cero  

ta in  t h a t  f i sh  had become so much more scarce,  

although he yielded very  much t o  Mr. S ' s  

argument. He thought they had learned b y  

experienue , o r  some way, t o  evade the hooks 

of the  sportsmen, He f i rs t  said t h a t  he 

thought i f  n e t s  r e h  st i l l  allowed he might be 

able t o  aatch as many as ever ,  but he a f t e r r a r e  

q u a l i f i e d  t h i a  statement. He aa id  that i t  

had been with in  h i s  experience that f i sh  had 

learned  t o  evade or paes around c e r t a i n  n e t s  
\ 
c 

placed for sometima i n  the same place.  


